
Academic discipline "Old Church Slavonic language" 

 

Place of the discipline 

in the structural scheme of the 

educational program 

Bachelor's degree program 

(general higher education) 

Specialty: 6-05-0232 -02 Russian Philology. 

Cycle of special disciplines: component of higher 

education institution * 

Summary 

 

Old Church Slavonic is the single literary language of 

the Slavs. ABCs of Old Church Slavonic writing. 

General characteristics of the phonetic system of Old 

Church Slavonic in the second half of the 9th century. 

Changes in the phonetic system of Old Church Slavonic 

in the late 10th-11th centuries. Characteristics of Proto-

Slavic phonetic processes and their results in the Slavic 

languages. Origin of Slavic vowels. Ancient 

quantitative and qualitative alternations of vowels. The 

tendency toward ascending sonority of a syllable in 

Proto-Slavic and its consequences. 

Monophthongization of Proto-Slavic diphthongs. The 

fate of nasal vowels in the Slavic languages. The fate of 

combinations of vowels with liquids in the middle of a 

word between consonants in the dialects of the Proto-

Slavic language. The tendency toward syllable harmony 

in Proto-Slavic and its consequences in the phonetic 

system of Old Church Slavonic. Morphology. Noun. 

Pronoun. Adjective. Verb. 

Formed competencies, learning 

outcomes 

Basic professional competencies: to know: the history 

of the creation of the first literary language of the Slavs; 

the main monuments of the Old Church Slavonic 

language; the uniqueness of the two Slavic alphabets; 

the main phonetic, grammatical and lexical features of 

the development of the language from Indo-European 

to Proto-Slavic and further to the Old Church Slavonic 

state; the structure of the phonetic, grammatical and 

lexical systems of the Old Church Slavonic language; 

to be able to: read, translate and analyze texts in Old 

Church Slavonic; apply the acquired knowledge in the 

study of modern Slavic languages; apply the acquired 

knowledge in the study of the history and dialectology 

of the Slavic languages. 

Prerequisites Introduction to linguistics, modern Russian language. 

Labor intensity 3 credits, 114 academic hours, including 62 classroom 

hours: 30 hours of lectures and 32 hours of practical 

classes. 

Semester(s), requirements and 

forms of current and midterm 

assessment 

2nd semester, colloquium, test, exam. 

 


